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Rebecca Harrison

FEB 16, 1939 - FEB 16, 2013

F uneral Services for Mrs. Rebecca Ann Harrison, 74 of Talladega, will be
Wednesday, Feb. 20 at 3 pm at Talladega Funeral Home with Rev. Truman
Norred officiating. The family will begin receiving friends at 1:30 pm. Burial will
follow the service at Pine Hill Memorial Park.

Rebecca Ann Harrison passed away peacefully at home February 16, 2013, after a
five-year battle with Alzheimer's disease. Rebecca was born May 17, 1938, the fifth
child of M.D. McKinney and Elsie Smith McKinney in Munford, Alabama. She was a
member of First Baptist Church, Trussville, Alabama. Both of her parents preceded
her in death as well as two brothers, Joe Fletcher McKinney, William Earl McKinney,
one sister, Betty Lou Craven, and one granddaughter, Lindsay M. McClendon. She is
survived by her husband of 54 years, Ernest L. Harrison, Jr., three sons, Robert E.
Harrison and wife Tracie, Randall W. Harrison and wife Brenda, George D. Harrison
and wife Sheila, seven grandchildren, ten great grandchildren; four sisters, Margie
Strickland, Dorothy Etheredge and husband Gwinn, Brenda Ward and husband
Jimmy, Yvonne Bell and husband Merrell; two brothers, Reese S. McKinney and
Dwight McKinney and wife Carol, and many nieces and nephews.

She graduated from Talladega High School in 1957. Rebecca grew up during hard
times, the middle child of a family with ten children. She learned to care for the
younger children and cook and clean at an early age. To help support themselves, the
family took in washing and ironing from the community, and she and other siblings
grew very proficient in these tasks as well as babysitting neighborhood children. Her
first employment in a formal job was with VJ. Elmore's 5 & 10 Cent Store on the
square in Talladega, where she worked for two and one-half years. On June 8, 1958,
she married Ernest L. Harrison, Jr., her high school sweetheart from the time of her
sophomore year. They left Talladega for Roswell, New Mexico, in May, 1960, where
Ernest began duty in the U.S. Air Force.
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The Air Force duty would eventually extend more than twenty-four years and place
them in many different locations of the United States. Rebecca served just as
diligently and honorably in these years, picking up her household and moving to
new locations ten times, making new friends at new locations, finding schools and
playmates for her children. She had to keep her family together and meet all their
needs by herself for long periods as her husband served in remote locations. All
through these years in the military service, she joined other military wives in
activities to support and assist military families whose military member was away
from the family for duty. She was active in the churches her family attended and
taught children's Sunday school in several locations.

After their retirement from the service, the couple returned to their home state of
Alabama to look after aging parents and grandchildren. Rebecca stepped in as
caretaker and sustainer for her husband's mother in her terminal illness and later for
her own father. Her mother's decline was long, and she spent many days and nights
away from her own home to see to the needs of her mother. She did this again as an
older sister lost her battle with terminal illness. For all her married life, she was the
heart of her family, always with a smile and a cheerful laugh. She loved life and her
family, including a large extended family.

She was a good Christian woman, a wonderful wife and companion to her husband, a
superb mother to her children, and a lovingly indulgent grandmother and great
grandmother.

Talladega Funeral Home will direct the services.
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Events

Burial

ﬁ Wednesday, February 20, 2013
(® 3:45PMCT

(© Pine Hill Memorial Park
35036 Al Highway 21, Talladega AL 35160

€
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Sara Ann Bonds - Anniston, Al - Friend - Ths Class Of 1959 posted:

I was so sorry to hear of yourloss. Rebecca was such a precious person. May God comfort you all
inyourloss.

February 20 at 7:00 PM

Donald Phillips posted:

Earest lam so sorry to hear about your wife, Rebecca. You have our condolences. we know that
this is a very sad time losing someone so close can be emotionally hard.Though Rebecca is
gone the Bible give us the hope of seeing our dead loved ones again in the resurrection. Christ
Jesus said "Do not marvel at this, because the houris coming in which all those in the memorial
tombs will hear his voice and come out (John 5:28,29). Just imagine that, this promise is sure
because God our creator can not lie (Isaiah 25:8; Revelation 21:3-5).

February 20 at 7:00 PM

Sam Obert - Ridgeland, Ms - Friend posted:

Ernest:So sorry to hear of Rebecca's passing. Our sincerest sympathy to you and your family.Sam
and Alice Obert

February 18 at 7:00 PM

Margaret Huey Turner - Nashville, Tn posted:

Sweet and kind and the perfect partner with Ernest. Such a very sad loss for so many but
especially for Ernest and her children. My sincere condolences.

February 18 at 7:00 PM

Altheaon Henry - Talladega, Al - Friend posted:

I never saw Becky without a smile on her face. She had a special sweet spirit about her. She was
loved and will be missed by many loved ones and friends.My prayeris that God's peace and
mercy overshadow you all and you will find great comfort.

February 18 at 7:00 PM
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Nancy M. Soteres - Signal Mountain, Tn - First Cousin posted:

Ernest, so sorry foryourloss. we will all miss her sweet smile and herloving nature.

February 17 at 7:00 PM
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Memories only lastif you share them

Join us in honoring Rebecca by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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